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1. BEGIN SUMMARY: AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE IN CANBERRA SEPT 11, 

PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM FURTHER CLARIEIED HIS TRAVEL PLANS EOR 
OFEICIAL VISITS TO JAPAN AND CHINA, EXPRESSED INTEREST IN A 
FRIENDSHIP TREATY WITH JAPAN, ANNOUNCED APPOINTMENT OF AN AUSTRALIAN 
DIPLOMAT TO SURVEY AUSTRALIAN INTERESTS IN MIDDLE EAST, AND SAID 

AN INQUIRY WILL PROBABLY BE MADE INTO AUSTRALIAN SECURITY AND 
INTELLIGENCE SERVICES. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT PRESS CONFERENCE SEPT 1 1 PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM EURTHER 
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CLARIFIED HIS TRAVEL PLANS FOR OFFICIAL VISITS TO JAPAN AND CHINA. 
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HE NOTED HE WOULD BE VISITING JAPAN IN THE LAST WEEK OE OCTOBER 
(ACTUALLY, BEGINNING OCTOBER 26) FOR THE SECOND ANNUAL JAPAN- 
AUSTRALIA MINISTERIAL CONEERENCE. HE SAID HE WOULD MAKE AN OFEICIAL 
VISIT TO CHINA FROM OCTOBER 31 TO NOVEMBER 3, ACCOMPANIED BY 
TREASURER ERANK CREAN, MINISTER EOR NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT REX 
PATTERSON, AMD MINISTER EOR MINERALS AND ENERGY CONNOR. 

3. IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION, WHITLAM SAID HE WAS MUCH ATTRACTED 
TO A TREATY OE ERIENDSHIP WITH JAPAN. HE NOTED THE USUAL TITLE OE 
SUCH A TREATY IS A TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP, COMMERCE, AND 
NAVIGATION, THOUGH HE ADDED HE IS NOT WEDDED TO ANY EORM OE WORDS. 

THE ESSENTIAL POINT WAS THAT JAPAN AND AUSTRALIA SHOULD FORMALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE "THE VERY GREAT INTERDEPENDENCE THEY HAVE ON EACH OTHER. 
IN AN EXCURSION INTO HISTORY, WHITLAM SAID THAT "WE MUST NEVER 

GET BACK TO THE SITUATION THAT WAS PRODUCED ABOUT 1940 WHEN JAPAN 
WAS DENIED ACCESS TO MARKETS AND RESOURCES." 

4. IN ONE OF HIS INITIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM SAID 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS SENDING MR. DAVID HAGUE, EORMER AUSTRALIAN 
TRADE COMMISSIONER IN BEIRUT AND AN ARABIST, TO VISIT A NUMBER OE 
COUNTRIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST FROM SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER TO STUDY 
ASPECTS OE THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, "TOGETHER WITH THE RELATIONSHIP 
EXISTING BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND THOSE COUNTRIES AND POSSIBLE WAYS 
OE BROADENING THOSE RELATIONSHIPS IN THE FUTURE." 

5. WHITLAM WAS ASKED WHETHER HE INTENDED TO HOLD AN INQUIRY INTO 
THE SECURITY SERVICES IN AUSTRALIA. SPECULATIVE PRESS ARTICLES HAVE 
RECENTLY SUGGESTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS CONSIDERING HOLDING 
AN INQUIRY INTO THE FUNCTIONING AND ORGANIZATION OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
SECURITY INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATION (ASIO) AND THE AUSTRALIAN 
SECRET INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (ASIS). WHITLAM REPLIED, "I THINK 

IT IS VERY LIKELY THAT I SHALL ASK A JUDGE TO HOLD AN INQUIRY 
INTO SECURITY SERVICES. WHEN I DO, I WILL ANNOUNCE THE TERMS 
( OF REFERENCE) AND THE NAME OE THE JUDGE. ONE OE THE REASONS EOR 
DOING SO WILL BE SO INTERESTED PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS CAN LET 
HIM KNOW THEIR VIEWS. IT WOULD NOT BE AN INQUIRY WHICH COULD BE 
HELD IN PUBLIC, NOR IS IT A MATTER ON WHICH A REPORT WOULD BE 
PUBLISHED." 

6. COMMENT: SEVERAL OF THE ABOVE POINTS ARE OE PARTICULAR INTEREST. 
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ON THE FRIENDSHIP TREATY WITH JAPAN, WHITLAM HAS MADE IT FAIRLY 
CLEAR THAT SUCH A TREATY, IN SOME EORM, IS LIKELY TO BE SIGNED. 

HIS VIEW OE HISTORY, AS IS OETEN THE CASE, IS SIGNIEICANTLY 
CLOUDED. LIMITATIONS ON JAPANESE ACCESS TO RAW MATERIALS IN 1940 
AND 1941 WERE A RESULT OE JAPANESE AGGRESSION, THOUGH IT COULD 
BE AND WAS ARGUED THAT SUCH LIMITATIONS WOULD DRIVE THE JAPANESE 
EURTHER ON THE PATH OP AGGRESSION. THE MATTER IS TOO COMPLEX TO BE 
HANDLED IN A PHRASE, AS WHITLAM HAS DONE IN THIS CASE. 
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7. REVIEW OF AUSTRALIAN POLICY TOWARDS THE MIDDLE EAST, PART- 
ICULARLY AUSTRALIAN DEPENDENCE ON MID-EAST PETROLEUM, IS ALSO 
SIGNIFICANT. MOST AUSTRALIANS HAVE EXHIBITED DECLINING INTEREST 
IN THE EVENTS OF THE MIDDLE EAST, BUT CONTINUING, AUSTRALIAN 
RELIANCE ON IMPORTS OF PETROLEUM EROM THAT AREA (OVER 3 BILLION 
GALLONS IN 1972) HAS EVIDENTLY RE-DIRECTED THE GOVERNMENT'S ATTENTION 
TO THE AREA. 

8. THE COMMENT ON A JUDICIAL INQUIRY INTO ASIO AND ASIS IS ALSO 
INTERESTING AS AN INDICATION OF HOW WHITLAM PROPOSES TO HANDLE 
THIS MATTER, WHICH IS SOMEWHAT CONTENTIOUS ISSUE WITHIN LABOR 
PARTY. SEEMS CLEAR HE HAS NO INTENTION OE ABOLISHING EITHER, AS 
SOCIALIST LEFT IN ALP HAS LONG ADVOCATED, BUT INSTEAD PROPOSES 
TO LET THE SOCIALIST LEFT AIR ITS OBJECTIONS TO AUSTRALIAN 
INTELLIGENCE SERVICES, WITHOUT COMMITTING HIMSELF TO MUCH MORE THAN 
THAT. HE WILL EVENTUALLY BE ABLE TO SAY THAT HE HAS HAD A CAREFUL 
INQUIRY MADE INTO ASIO AND ASIS AND MIGHT MAKE SOME ORGANIZATIONAL 
OR PERSONNEL CHANGES. IT IS PROBABLE THAT HE IS CONTEMPLATING 
BRINGING ASIO UNDER THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFEICE, BUT THIS CERTAINLY 
WOULD PROVOKE A STRONG REACTION FROM SENATOR MURPHY. 

GREEN 

UNQUOTE RUSH 
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